	Activity:  Gardening

	Location:  Any (see site specific risk assessments)

	Value of Activity:

· Appreciating nature

· Developing communication skills

· Learning how to respect and care for environment 
· Developing a sense of responsibility

· Relaxation

· Exercise
· Sense of fun and excitement

	Description of Hazard:
· Stings
· Scratches

· Piercing

· Poison – sap/berries/fungi
· Litter/glass/faeces

· Injury from using tools

	Level of Hazard                                                                             Level of Risk

Low        Medium        High                                                            Low        Medium        High          

	Persons at Risk:
Staff and children

	Reasonable and practical steps available to avoid or reduce hazard:
· Supervision
· Records of Allergies

· Warn children of dangers 

· Ground rules 
· Wash hands before eating or drinking
· Keep all tools in good working order

· Only have tools out that will be needed

· Ensure knowledge of plants – identify hazardous plants

· Protective gloves

· Safe procedure for digging
Level of risk after control measures:             Low       Medium      High

Risk – Benefit judgment:  Allow
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