	Activity:  Den Building

	Location:  Any (see site specific risk assessments)

	Value of Activity:

· Sense of pride and accomplishment
· Co-operation

· Developing communication skills

· Developing problem solving skills

· Using imagination

· Developing co-ordination and fine motor skills

· Sense of fun and excitement



	Description of Hazard:
· Litter
· Sharp objects (glass/needles)

· Faeces

· Injury from using tools

· Tools left lying around causing hurt or harm

· Thorns

· Stinging (nettles)

· Children in confined space (accidental or deliberate harm)

· Materials used may cause injury (sticks sticking out, splinter)

· Poisonous sap/berries/fungi

	Level of Hazard                                                                             Level of Risk

Low        Medium        High                                                          Low        Medium        High          

	Persons at Risk:
Staff and children

	Reasonable and practical steps available to avoid or reduce hazard:
· Supervision
· Check for litter/glass etc

· Warn children of dangers of litter

· Ground rules

· Wash hands before eating or drinking
· Warn children of dangers of eating unknown plants
· Only have as many tools as can be supervised safely

· Allow plenty of space to work in

· Warn children of dangers and check den
Level of risk after control measures:             Low       Medium      High

Risk – Benefit judgment:  Allow
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